
Easter Bilby’s Friends – Information Sheet

‘Belle and Bea’s Beautiful New Home’ is a 
children’s storybook set in the north-west corner 
of New South Wales. This information sheet is 
one of a series and focuses on the safe haven that 
becomes the beautiful new home for the heroes 
of the story.

Introduction 
A key feature of Belle and Bea’s new home move is safety – 
safety from lack of food and habitat caused by the impact of 
wild European rabbits and safety from scary, invasive predators 
(feral cats [link to info sheet] and European Red Fox [link to info 
sheet]).

A safe haven is an area where the key threats to plants and 
animals can be removed and managed (i.e. prevented from 
returning). Removal of these threats benefits the plants and 
animals in the area (e.g. Central Bearded Dragon, Mistletoebird 
and the threatened Dusky Hopping Mouse) and can allow the 
reintroduction of threatened, locally extinct species (like Bilbies!).

For Belle and Bea’s new home, the safe haven is achieved 
through the construction of a special fence that excludes a 
range of pest species, and the diligence and vigilance of the 
people managing the fenced area to remove the pest species 
from within and around the fenced area. 

Belle and Bea’s story is a tribute to the work of a number of 
organisations and individuals in creating safe havens for 
threatened species across Australia. Safe havens such Wild 
Deserts in Sturt National Park play a critical role in threatened 
species protection and recovery because they tackle a number 
of threatening processes on a large scale (i.e. removal of impacts 
of wild European rabbits and introduced predators) and provide 
opportunity for species to recover. The key to their success is 
the strength of the science and partnerships that underpins the 
work within and around the safe havens. 

A new home in a safe haven

Why safe havens?
Across much of the Australian landscape, our native plant and 
animal species are dealing with a range of pressures that impact 
their ongoing survival. Drought, fire, disease, human activities 
(such as livestock grazing or vegetation clearance), climate 
change and introduced pests all affect our native species. Sadly, 
some species are struggling under the pressure of these threats 
and are at risk of extinction (i.e. threatened species) and some 
are already extinct. The ones that remain are often persisting in 
sub-optimal conditions (e.g. degraded habitat). 

Safe havens provide long-term protection from key threats, 
giving species the space needed to recover and increase their 
populations. The Australian Government’s Threatened Species 
Strategy [to the editor – could be a hot link to the strategy?] 
identifies creating safe havens as one of its priorities for action.

When reintroducing locally extinct animals, removing the 
threats that made them extinct is key – and that is usually a 
combination of loss of habitat caused by rabbits (and other 
grazing species) and predation by invasive predators such as 
feral cats and foxes.

Releasing bilbies in Wild Deserts (Photograph: UNSW Sydney]

Did you know?
The Arid Recovery safe haven in 

South Australia was a pioneer in the development 
of modern pest-proof exclusion fencing (and management 

techniques) for protecting endangered native wildlife and has 
shared its learnings with other safe havens across 

Australia, including Wild Deserts. 

Fun Fact 
Wild Deserts has completed 40 km of 

specialised pest-proof fencing and eradicated every rabbit, 
fox and feral cat from a total area of 40,000 hectares.



More information about Rabbit-Free Australia
Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia Inc. 
Email: admin@rabbitfreeaustralia.org.au	
Web: www.rabbitfreeaustralia.org.au
Social media: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
 
ABN: 96 353 157 496
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Wild Deserts Safe Haven
University of New South Wales Sydney has partnered with 
Ecological Horizons and the NSW Department of Climate 
Change, Energy and Environment, in collaboration with Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia, to bring back seven locally 
extinct mammals to an area within Sturt National Park known as 
Wild Deserts. 

Using specially constructed pest-proof exclusion fencing, 
controlling invasive pest species and managing kangaroo 
grazing impacts, they are restoring the desert ecosystem 
affected by wild European rabbits, overgrazing and feral 
predators. These activities have relieved pressures on the 
native plants and animals that survived in this landscape in the 
presence of these pests and impacts, and they are expected to 
respond positively.

In 2020, they started reintroduction of mammals that were 
once widespread in NSW but haven’t been seen for more than a 
century. Over time, the area will hopefully support populations 
of the Greater Bilby, Western Barred Bandicoot, Golden 
Bandicoot, Greater Stick-nest Rat, Burrowing Bettong, Crested-
tailed Mulgara and Western Quoll. 

Wild Deserts is also trialling a Wild Training Zone – an innovative 
approach to wildlife conservation that aims to help ‘predator-
naïve’ reintroduced mammals learn the skills they need to co-
exist with feral predators beyond fences.

Other information
Creating safe havens: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/
default/files/documents/factsheet-creating-safe-havens.pdf  

Arid Recovery: The fence that makes the science possible 
https://aridrecovery.org.au/news/2025/the-fence-that-
makes-the-science-possible

Pest-proof fence at Wild Deserts safe haven. (Photo: Tom 
Hunt)

Did you know?
Safe havens can be islands, fenced 

areas or national parks. They play a critical role in 
avoiding extinction. Some safe havens are home to critical 

‘insurance’ populations of threatened species, and can provide 
source populations for new safe havens.

Fun Fact 
Australia’s network of safe havens consists of 

more than 100 predator-free islands and more than 20 fenced 
areas that contain predator-susceptible mammals.

Did you know?
A disadvantage of safe havens 

is that they require significant and ongoing 
human intervention – managing the pests, the fence, the 

reintroductions, etc. A breach in the fence by a single feral cat 
or fox could devastate a highly valued threatened 

species population very quickly!

Fun Fact 
Bilbies were one of the first mammals 

reintroduced to the Wild Deserts safe haven because 
of their ability to improve ecological recovery through their 

digging activity; and this was the inspiration for the 
story of Belle and Bea.


